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crude, or irrational, or extravagant, or otherwise im-
proper.
Opinions differ greatly as to what it is that is "fall-
ing" or "going to decay" just at present. These phe-
nomena support the notion that it is "the state" which
is passing away. On the one hand, the highest wisdom
of those who want anything now is to practice terrorism,
to make themselves as disagreeable as possible, so that
it shall be necessary to conciliate them, and those who
appeal to reason find themselves disregarded. On the
other hand, the public men seek peace and quiet by
sacrificing any one who cannot or does not know enough
to make a great clamor in order to appease a clamorous
faction. It is thought to be the triumph of practical
statesmanship to give the clamorers something which
will quiet them, and a new and special kind of legisla-
tive finesse has been developed, viz., to devise projects
which shall seem to the clamorous petitioners to meet
their demands, yet shall not really do it.
The most important case of legislation of this kind
which has been passed in this country is the Bland
Silver Bill. It contains no rational plan for accomplish-
ing any purpose whatever. It never had any purpose
which could be stated intelligibly. It does not intro-
duce the double standard, does not help debtors, and if
it favors silver-miners at all, does so in an insignificant
degree. It satisfies the vanity of a few pubHc men,
quiets the clamor of a very noisy faction who did not
know what they wanted and do not know whether they
have got it or not, complicates the monetary system of
the country, and contains possibilities of great mischief
or great loss. It was passed as a patched-up compromise
under the most rhythmical and best sustained clamor
ever brought to bear on a public question, Those who